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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Office of the Under Secretary,
Marketing and Regulatory Programs,
USDA Public Forum on Captive
Supplies in the Livestock Industry

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

Name: USDA Public Forum on
Captive Supplies in the Livestock
Industry.

Date: September 21, 2000.
Place: Holiday Inn Denver

International Airport, 15550 East 40th
Avenue, Denver, Colorado.

Time: 8 a.m.—5:30 p.m.
Purpose: To solicit information and

evidence on issues pertaining to captive
supplies in the livestock industries,
including packer use of forward
contracting and packer feeding.

The forum will provide the
opportunity for the public to submit
written comments on key issues related
to captive supplies, for farm groups to
offer evidence on the problems or
benefits of captive supplies, and for two
invited groups of panelists to debate and
discuss questions related to captive
supplies issues.

One panel will discuss concerns
about packer ownership and control of
livestock. A second panel will debate
whether and how captive supplies affect
competition. In addition, the second
panel will synthesize the economic
literature available on captive supplies.

The meeting will be open to the
public. Public participation will be
comprised of attendance at the meeting
and participation in open question and
answer sessions for panelists, as well as
the submission of written statements
addressing captive supply issues.

Written statements may be submitted
at the forum or sent to: Shannon Hamm,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 3601,
Washington, D.C. 20250–3601,
telephone (202) 720–5759 or FAX (202)
205–9237, e-mail

pspwashingtondc.gipsa@usda.gov (Note:
the e-mail subject line must read
‘‘Captive Supply forum’’). All mailed
comments must be postmarked on or
before September 28, 2000. All
statements received will be made part of
the public record.

The meeting will be physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Terri Henry,
USDA, 202–720–0219, at least 5 days
prior to the meeting date.

Dated: August 29, 2000.
Enrique E. Figueroa,
Deputy Under Secretary, Marketing and
Regulatory Programs.
[FR Doc. 00–22715 Filed 9–6–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–FN–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Economic Research Service

Notice of Intent To Seek Approval To
Collect Information

AGENCY: Economic Research Service,
USDA.
SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub.
L. 104–13) and Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) regulations at 5 CFR
Part 1320 (60 FR 44987, August, 29,
1995), this notice announces the
Economic Research Service’s (ERS)
intention to request approval for a new
information collection from people that
receive food assistance from emergency
kitchens and food pantries.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by November 13, 2000 to be
assured of consideration.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS:
Contact Linda Kantor, Food and Rural
Economics Division, Economic Research
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
1800 M Street, NW, Room N–3069,
Washington, DC 20036–5831, 202–694–
5456.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Application for ERS collection
of information from people who receive
food assistance from emergency
kitchens and food pantries.

Type of Request: Approval to collect
information from people who receive
food assistance from emergency
kitchens and food pantries.

Abstract: USDA’s Economic Research
Service (ERS) has the responsibility to
provide social and economic
intelligence on consumer, food
marketing, and rural issues, including
food security status of the poor;
domestic food assistance programs; low-
income assistance programs; economic
food consumption determinations and
trends; consumer demand for food
quality, safety, and nutrition; food
market competition and coordination;
and food safety regulation. In carrying
out this overall mission, ERS seeks
approval of information gathering
activities that will provide key
information about the use of the
Emergency Food Assistance System
(EFAS) by low-income households and
individuals.

USDA, through the Food and
Nutrition Service, administers several
food assistance programs that help low-
income households obtain adequate and
nutritious diets. The largest USDA food
assistance program, the Food Stamp
Program, is designed to provide food
assistance through normal channels of
trade by providing low-income
consumers with purchasing power to
buy food at market prices from food
retailers authorized to participate in the
program. Other programs such as the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP),
the School Breakfast Program (SBP), and
the Temporary Emergency Feeding
Assistance Program (TEFAP) provide
food assistance outside regular
marketing channels. The NSLP and SBP
provide cash subsidies and commodity
assistance to schools to help provide
low-cost or free lunches and breakfasts
to schoolchildren. The TEFAP
distributes commodity foods to State
and local agencies for distribution to
low-income households for home
consumption, or to charitable
organizations that provide meals for
needy people.

The EFAS interacts closely with
USDA food assistance programs by
serving as a distribution outlet for
TEFAP commodities and by providing
temporary or supplemental food
assistance to many of the same needy
populations served by USDA programs.
Through its Community Food Security
Initiative, USDA is coordinating public
and private efforts to increase the
amount of surplus food channeled
through EFAS providers.
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EFAS providers are primarily private,
nonprofit organizations that distribute
groceries (unprepared foods) and meals
(prepared foods) on a short-term or
emergency basis to needy individuals
and households who lack the resources
to meet their own food needs. EFAS
recipients include the homeless, the
elderly, the unemployed, the working
poor, and victims of natural disasters.
Food pantries and emergency kitchens
are important components of the EFAS.
Food pantries are distribution centers
that provide groceries and other basic
supplies for use by recipients in their
homes or at other locations away from
the distribution sites. Emergency
kitchens supply food for on-site
consumption to people who do not live
at the site. Both emergency kitchens and
food pantries focus on providing
assistance to needy households and
individuals in their neighborhoods.

In order to fully assess the role of the
emergency food assistance system and
its interaction with USDA food
assistance programs in meeting clients’
nutrition needs, ERS is conducting an
Emergency Food Assistance Study of
providers and clients. The Provider
Survey will provide important
information on providers’
characteristics, operations, service areas,
and demand for assistance. The new
data collection activity, the Client
Survey, will complement the Provider
Survey by collecting information from a
national sample of people that visit
emergency kitchens and/or food
pantries sampled in the Provider
Survey. The results from the entire
study will be used to inform public
policy about the emergency food
assistance system and its interaction
with USDA food assistance programs.
For example, does the Emergency Food
Assistance System substitute for or
serve as a complement to existing USDA
food assistance programs, like the Food
Stamp Program. The study findings
from EFAS providers and clients will be
used by USDA to assess current food
assistance programs and to plan future
programs. The Client Survey has five
primary objectives: (1) To characterize
EFAS clients; (2) to determine the
precipitating events that led clients to
seek emergency food assistance; (3) to
determine EFAS clients’ participation
in, knowledge of and experience and
satisfaction with USDA food assistance
and other Federal benefits programs; (4)
to assess the food security status of
EFAS clients; and (5) to determine the
content and size of food baskets and
meals received by EFAS clients.

Previous research on EFAS clients has
been conducted, but has been limited by
several factors: (1) Reduced scope or

focus on one program1 or population
group, such as the homeless2, (2) lack of
national representativeness, and (3) lack
of comparability in populations or
survey methodologies across studies.3
Previous studies of TEFAP and the
Prepared Meals Provision were
conducted by USDA in the 1980s. There
is a need to update this information
with more complete and current
information about the entire emergency
food assistance program, and to better
understand potential changes in
emergency feeding since the 1996
Personal Work Responsibility and
Reconciliation Act.

To fill these information gaps, ERS,
working with Mathematica Policy
Research, Inc., will survey clients of
emergency kitchens and food pantries.
The Provider Survey includes a national
sample of EFAS providers. The Client
Survey will survey individuals and
families who are EFAS clients. The
overall sampling process for the EFAS
study uses a multi-stage design. In the
Provider Survey, a random sample of
360 sampling areas were drawn from the
48 continental United States and the
District of Columbia. The sample design
for the Client Survey builds upon the
design and sample frame developed and
used for the Provider Survey. For the
Client Survey, a representative sample
of 60 Primary Sampling Units (PSUs)
will be drawn from the 360 sampling
areas to select emergency kitchens and
food pantries. Contacts with providers
will be made to inform them that their
site has been selected for surveying
clients, to verify current operations, and
to enlist their cooperation. Clients that
visit selected kitchens and pantries will
be selected based on an interval
sampling plan implemented at the EFAS
site. To collect the Client Survey data,
interviews will be conducted with a
representative sample of clients using
cell phones and computer-assisted
telephone interviews (CATI).

Respondent burden will be
minimized by using CATI methods to
streamline the interviewing process and
by carefully training and monitoring
interview staff on survey procedures.
Careful attention to instrument
development to include only topics that
are important to the agency’s objectives
will also minimize respondent burden.
Responses will be confidential and

voluntary. Data will only be reported in
tabular form and analysis cells large
enough to prevent identification of
individuals. In addition, identifying
information will be kept only by the
contractor and will be released only to
the contractor’s internal staff who need
it directly for the survey operations and
data analysis.

Estimate of Burden: To notify EFAS
providers and make arrangements for
on-site data collection, an average of 30
minutes of telephone contact with
providers will be required. CATI
interviews with clients at emergency
kitchens and food pantries will average
20 minutes.

Respondents: Respondents are
directors of emergency kitchens and
food pantries, and individuals who visit
those EFAS providers to receive food
assistance. To make arrangements for
on-site data collection, directors at 600
providers will be contacted. Data will be
collected from 2,135 clients at
emergency kitchens and 2,135 clients at
food pantries, for a total of 4,270
completed interviews.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: The estimated burden on
the EFAS providers to be informed
about the survey and make
arrangements for on-site data collection
is 300 hours for telephone contacts. The
estimated burden of the CATI
interviews with clients is 1,409 hours.
Thus, total burden is 1,709 hours for all
providers and clients.

Comments: Comments are invited on
(a) whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technology. Comments may be sent to:
Linda Kantor, Food and Rural
Economics Division, Economic Research
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
1800 M Street, NW, Room N–3069,
Washington, DC 20036–5831.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) approval. All comments will also
become a matter of public record.
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Dated: August 2, 2000.
Betsey Kuhn,
Director, Food and Rural Economics Division.
[FR Doc. 00–22866 Filed 9–6–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–18–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

National Sheep Industry Improvement
Center; Solicitation of Nominations of
Board Members

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice: Invitation to submit
nominations.

SUMMARY: The Rural Business-
Cooperative Service (RBS) announces
that it is accepting nominations for the
Board of Directors of the National Sheep
Industry Improvement Center for two
directors’ positions whose terms are
expiring on February 13, 2001. Both
positions are for voting members; one is
for an active producer of sheep or goats
and the other position is for a person
with expertise in lamb, wool, goat, or
goat product marketing. Board members
manage and oversee the Center’s
activities. Nominations may only be
submitted by National organizations
that consist primarily of active sheep or
goat producers in the United States and
who have as their primary interest the
production of sheep or goats in the
United States. Nominating organizations
should submit:

(1) Substantiation that the nominating
organization is national in scope,

(2) The number and percent of
members that are active sheep or goat
producers,

(3) Substantiation of the primary
interests of the organization, and

(4) An Advisory Committee
Membership Background Information
form (Form AD–755) for each nominee.

This action is taken to carry out
section 759 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996,
as amended, for the establishment of a
National Sheep Industry Improvement
Center.

DATES: The closing date for acceptance
of nominations is November 6, 2000.
Nominations must be received by, or
postmarked, on or before, this date.
ADDRESSES: Submit nominations and
statements on qualifications to
Cooperative Services, RBS, USDA, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Stop 3252,
Room 4204, Washington, DC 20250–
3252, Attn.: National Sheep
Improvement Center, Nominations.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Thomas H. Stafford, Director,
Cooperative Marketing Division,
Cooperative Services, RBS, USDA, 1400
Independence Ave, SW, Stop 3252,
Washington, DC 20250–3252, telephone
(202) 690–0369, (This is not a toll free
number.) FAX 202–690–2723, or e-mail
thomas.stafford@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996, known as the 1996
Farm Bill, established a National Sheep
Industry Improvement Center. The
Center shall (1) promote strategic
development activities and collaborative
efforts by private and State entities to
maximize the impact of Federal
assistance to strengthen and enhance
production and marketing of sheep or
goat products in the United States; (2)
optimize the use of available human
capital and resources within the sheep
or goat industries; (3) provide assistance
to meet the needs of the sheep or goat
industry for infrastructure development,
business development, production,
resource development, and market and
environmental research; (4) advance
activities that empower and build the
capacity of the United States sheep or
goat industry to design unique
responses to special needs of the sheep
or goat industries on both a regional and
national basis; and (5) adopt flexible
and innovative approaches to solving
the long-term needs of the United States
sheep or goat industry. The Center has
a Revolving Fund established in the
Treasury to carry out the purposes of the
Center. Management of the Center is
vested in a Board of Directors, which
has hired an Executive Director and
other staff to operate the Center.

The Board of Directors is composed of
seven voting members of whom four are
active producers of sheep or goats in the
United States, two have expertise in
finance and management, and one has
expertise in lamb, wool, goat or goat
product marketing. Both of the open
positions are for voting members; one is
for an active producer of sheep or goats
in the United States and the other
position is for a person with expertise
in lamb, wool, goat, or goat product
marketing. The Board also includes two
non-voting members, the Under
Secretary of Agriculture for Rural
Development and the Under Secretary
of Agriculture for Research, Education,
and Economics. Board members will not
receive compensation for serving on the
Board of Directors, but shall be
reimbursed for travel, subsistence, and
other necessary expenses.

The Secretary of Agriculture shall
appoint the voting members from the

submitted nominations. Member’s term
of office shall be three years. Voting
members are limited to two terms. The
two positions for which nominees are
sought are currently held by members
serving their second term, thus they are
not eligible to be re-nominated. The
Board shall meet not less than once each
fiscal year, but are likely to meet at least
quarterly.

The statement of qualifications of the
individual nominees is being obtained
by using Form AD–755, ‘‘Advisory
Committee Membership Background
Information.’’ The requirements of this
form are incorporated under OMB
number 0505–0001.

Dated: August 30, 2000.
Wilbur T. Peer,
Acting Administrator, Rural Business-
Cooperative Service.
[FR Doc. 00–22966 Filed 9–6–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–XY–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Export Administration

Materials Processing Equipment
Technical Advisory Committee; Notice
of Partially Closed Meeting

The Materials Processing Equipment
Technical Advisory Committee will
meet on October 26, 2000, 9 a.m., Room
3884, in the Herbert C. Hoover Building,
14th Street between Pennsylvania and
Constitution Avenues, NW.,
Washington, DC. The Committee
advises the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Export Administration
with respect to technical questions that
affect the level of export controls
applicable to materials processing
equipment and related technology.

Agenda

Open Session

1. Election of Chairman.
2. Presentation of papers or comments

by the public.
3. Discussion on List Review

(materials processing).

Closed Session

4. Discussion of matters properly
classified under Executive Order 12958,
dealing with the U.S. export control
program and strategic criteria related
thereto.

A limited number of seats will be
available for the open session of the
meeting. Reservations are not accepted.
To the extent that time permits,
members of the public may present oral
statements to the Committee. The public
may submit written statements at any
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